Law on Amendments and Supplements to the 

BROADCASTING ACT

Article 1

The article 23 of the Broadcasting Act (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, no 42/02) is amended as follows:

The Council members are appointed by the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia (hereinafter Assembly) at the proposal of authorised nominators. 

Authorised nominators are:

1. The competent Committee of the Assembly;

2. Assembly of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina;

3. Rectors of the Universities in the Republic of Serbia, through mutual agreement;

4. Associations of broadcasting public media in the Republic of Serbia, Associations of journalists in the Republic of Serbia, Professional associations of film and drama artists in the Republic of Serbia, Professional associations of composers in the Republic of Serbia, through mutual agreement;

5. Domestic non-governmental organizations and civic associations focusing on the protection of the freedom of expression, the protection of the rights of national and ethnic minorities, and the protection of the rights of the child, through mutual agreement;

6. Churches and religious communities.

The ninth member of the Council is nominated by previously appointed members of the Council, while the nominated member must both fulfill the criteria for the Council membership determined by this Law and live and work on the territory of the Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija. 

Nomination for the Council's ninth member is deemed determined if at least 5 Council members have voted for it.  

Article 2

The article 24 is amended as follows:

Each authorised nominator submits to the competent Assembly Committee the nomination list obligatorily stating two candidates for Council membership, with the exception of the competent Assembly Committee that submits the list stating obligatorily six candidates. For the appointment of the ninth member nominated is only one candidate. The submitted nomination list must be signed and certified by the authorized nominator and contain the name and address of its representative. 

The candidates need not belong to the ranks of the authorised nominator. 

The Assembly shall appoint one candidate from each valid nomination list and three candidates from the list submitted by the competent Assembly Committee. 

The authorised nominators shall draft their lists independently, and, if an authorised nominator comprises more than one legal person, the nomination shall be determined in agreement, by mutual consensus.

The Assembly competent Committee shall acquire the data on non-governmental organisations and civic associations from bodies competent for keeping records of these organisations, i.e. associations. 

If the domestic non-governmental organisations and civic associations submit more than one nominee list, the list signed by a greater number of organisations or associations (of authorised nominators) that in the previous period had more effective actions, initiatives and publications in the area they are predominantly focused on, shall be deemed valid list. 

If the nominee list has been submitted in contravention of the provisions of this Law, the competent Assembly Committee shall return the submitted proposal to the authorized nominator to conform it with this Law within 15 (fifteen) days. The competent Assembly Committee shall return the submitted nominations to the authorized nominators also when it is unable to determine which nominee list is valid in respect of para. 6 of this Article, in which case the authorized nominators are obliged to submit to the competent Assembly Committee an agreed-on nomination within 15 (fifteen) days. 

The Assembly President shall, at least 20 days before the decision on the appointment of Council members is taken, in an appropriate manner make public all valid nominee lists submitted by the authorized nominators, along with short CVs of nominees.

The competent Assembly Committee is entitled to, before its decision on the Council members appointment, organize a public interview with all nominated candidates in order to get insight into their capabilities for performing duties stemming from the Agency’s competencies. 

If from some candidate lists no candidate obtains sufficient number of votes, the appointment shall be executed after the submittal of a new list that authorized nominator has to submit within 15 days from the day of decision on the previous list at the latest.

Article 3

In article 25, para. 1, point 1, the words: “federal Members of Parliament” are replaced with words: “the Members of the Assembly of Serbia and Montenegro”.

In point 2 the words: “Federal Government” are replaced with the words: “Council of Ministers”. 

Article 4

In article 29, para. 4 is deleted. 

Article 5

In article 31, para. 4, the words: “30 days” are replaced with words: “60 days”.

Article 6

In article 32, para. 3, after the word: “the vote” the words: “at least one” are deleted, while the words: “authorised nominators” are replaced with words: “authorised nominator”.

Article 7

In article 78, point 6, the word: “federal” is replaced with words: “elections for the Assembly of Serbia and Montenegro”.

Article 8

In article 87, para. 4, the words: “federal MPs” are replaced with words: “members of the Assembly of Serbia and Montenegro”.

Article 9

In article 96, para. 9, the words: “federal MPs” are replaced with words: “members of the Assembly of Serbia and Montenegro”, and the word: “federal” is replaced with words: “bodies of Serbia and Montenegro”.

Article 10

Authorised nominators are obliged to submit candidate lists for the appointment of Council members to the competent Assembly Committee within 30 days from the day of coming into effect of this Law, and the Assembly shall decide on the appointment of eight Council members within 60 days after the day of receipt of the candidate list. 

The Council shall be constituted within 15 days after the day of the appointment of eight Council members and shall on its constitutive session determine the proposal for the appointment of the Council’s ninth member and submit it to the competent Assembly Committee.

The Assembly shall decide on the appointment of the Council’s ninth member within 30 days after the day of a submittal of the proposal from para. 2 of this Article.

The Council is obliged to, within seven days after the appointment of the Council’s ninth member, appoint the President and Deputy President of the Council. 

Article 11

On the day of appointment of Council members in conformity with this Law, the mandate of the Council members appointed under the Broadcasting Act (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, no 42/02) shall be terminated.

On the occasion of the first appointment of Council members in conformity with this Law, the article 27, para. 4 of the Broadcasting Act (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, no 42/02) shall not apply.

On the occasion of the first appointment of Council members in conformity with this Law, with regard to duration of mandates of Council members, the article 27, para. 2 and 3 of the Broadcasting Act (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, no 42/02) shall apply.

Article 12

This Law shall take effect the day after the day of its publication in the “Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”.

