RICHARD AYRE - comments
Preamble: 
Freedom of expression and information are guaranteed in the FRY/Serbian Constitution and embrace independence and freedom of information, expression of opinion and criticism. Editors, journalists and all programme makers in the electronic media pursuing their profession must remain constantly aware of their responsibility towards the public and their duty to uphold the integrity of the media. They must perform their duties to the best of their ability (deletion) and must not allow their work to be influenced by personal beliefs or by pressure, be it from political, commercial or other special interests.

These principles embody the professional ethics of the media. They encompass the duty, within the framework of the Constitution and international obligations, to maintain the standing of the electronic media and to be committed to media freedom. These principles underpin the media's responsibility to be accountable to the audience and to serve the interests of all sections of the community.


The Journalist's Responsibilities
For Accuracy
1. Reporting must be firmly based on facts supported by evidence. (Generally two sources should confirm the information before it is used on air.) Accuracy is often more than a question of getting the facts right. All relevant information should be weighed to get at the truth of what is reported or described.

2. Accuracy is more important than speed, especially when the safety of human life may be involved.

3. Controversial information and opinion should be attributed to its source. 

4. If the journalist is prevented by legal or any other constraints from broadcasting information, the fact that he/she is so prevented should be made public.

5. Journalists should strive to be impartial in their reporting and ensure that no significant strand of thought or opinion goes unreported or reflected. In situations where it is impossible to get information, opinions or views from one of the actors in a story the journalist must inform the audience that this was the case. Similarly if an actor in a story refuses co-operation this must be explained.

For Fairness

1. Editors and journalists should ensure news (factual reporting) and opinion are clearly separated.

2. Journalists must ensure that the widest range of voices and opinion are heard on matters of controversy.

3. An individual journalist's opinion or beliefs should not influence the selection of stories or the way they are told, and the audience should not be able to deduce a journalist's personal opinion or beliefs from what they see or hear. (points 3 and 4 consolidated)
4. Journalists must vigorously challenge those who advocate any denial of human rights or discrimination (deletion) towards any group.

5. Journalists must honour undertakings given to their sources and protect their identity where the source requires it. Where honouring this undertaking may involve breaking the law or impeding justice, journalists should take legal advice before entering into the undertaking. 
6. Where a source gives a journalist information on an unattributable basis or an "off-the-record" basis the journalist should ensure that the source understands the restrictions which that will place upon use of the information.
For Integrity
1. Editors and journalists may not be active members of a political party nor publicly associated with one. The same applies to other interest groups which have a clearly political purpose.
2. Journalists should disqualify themselves from involvement in any story concerning people or organisations with whom they have a relationship. Should the management or owner of a station have connections with any persons or organisations which are the subject of a story this should be made clear in the coverage.

3. Journalists should not accept any gifts or favours from any person or organisation which may feature in news stories. 

4. Journalists must not use their position for any personal gain.

5. Where offers are made for facility trips care should be taken. The donor (commercial or any other) may not determine which journalist is sent nor what they report nor whether they report at all.

Government, Politics and Politicians

1. Editors and journalists may not be active members of political parties nor have any public or paid association with them. See 'Integrity' point 1

2. Editors should retain total editorial control of both the content and the context of information programming. No one may dictate terms and conditions for their participation.

3. Editors and journalists should be open and honest with the audience and must ensure that it is aware of any special circumstances surrounding a broadcast. For example, if a politician refuses to take part in a multi-party debate for whatever reason, the planned programme may go ahead but the absence of the party concerned should be explained.

4. Editors and journalists should be open and honest with all contributors about their participation, and care should be taken to ensure the circumstances and context of their participation is understood. (Deletion) If recorded material is to be edited before transmission great care should be taken to ensure his/her views are properly represented. However contributors do not have the right to dictate how material may be edited or presented.

5. Political broadcasting, whether purchased or aired at no cost, should be strictly limited, fairly distributed and identified.

6. If political broadcasts have been purchased they must be clearly labelled and announced as being so. This applies to any form of programming paid for by political parties, politicians or any other special interest group including commercial organisations.

7. (Delete entirely)
8. Editors and journalists must resist attempts by governments to cite possible damage to the national interest as a reason for suppressing the publication of stories which are not prohibited by law. 
9. Censorship is expressly forbidden under the constitution and editors and journalists should resist all attempts to interfere with their work in normal times. 

10. The broadcasters first accountability is to their audience. The more they are accountable the less they are subject to interference.


Diversity and portrayal
1. Broadcasters have a particular responsibility to the public when covering diversity, racism, religious intolerance and other forms of discrimination to be truthful, engage in unbiased reporting and clearly separate news from opinion.


2. Stations must enforce a ban on their programme makers expressing any form of discrimination, including that based on ethnicity, religion and political background. Where contributors express such views, programme makers must ensure that they stay within the law and that views which cause offence to minorities are robustly challenged. 
(Editors note - should this Point 2 not also include 'gender, mental or physical disability and sexual orientation.'?)

3. Broadcasters must avoid stereotyping of any group in their own reporting and vigorously challenge such stereotypes when presented by others in interview or discussion.

4. Broadcasters must not use pejorative language in describing minorities. If a term which purports to describe a minority would reasonably cause offence to members of that minority it should be avoided. 
5. Ethnicity, or other group identification, should only be mentioned if it is material to the story. (deletion)
6. If pejorative adjectives or characterisation are used by a source or in a statement, programme makers should consider carefully whether they should be broadcast. If they are essential to the story then they must be attributed.

7. Broadcasters should be very specific in naming groups committing acts of violence. They must always say 'the KLA claimed they carried out the attack' not 'the Albanians' - or the IRA, not the Irish.

8. Broadcasters should avoid using the term 'so-called' KLA or IRA as this is expressing an attitude towards the organisation.***
9. Broadcasters should use initials or acronyms wherever possible so as not to promote the 'Liberation' in KLA, or mention an ethnic group such as 'Irish' in IRA ***
10. Broadcasters should offer a reasonable right of reply to offended groups even when the offence was caused by a contributor, and not by a member of the station's staff. (deletion)
11. Broadcasters should not equate the nation or state with a religion. Serbs are Protestants, Catholics, Jews, Moslems, atheists and other confessions as well as Orthodox Christians. 
12. Broadcasters, editors and journalists must provide fair and equal reporting on, and treatment of, all groups and sectors of the community in all programming.

ADDITIONAL POINTS FOR DISCUSSION FOR INCLUSION
1. Where, for whatever reason, wrong information has been broadcast stations should correct the error as soon as possible. If the wrong information was about a person or organisation an apology may also be appropriate. 
2. Pressure from commercial interests should be resisted as strongly as that from any other interest group. 



*** Points 8 and 9 under Diversity seem wrong to me, though of course I can well see the problem they are trying to address. Until the acronym becomes so widely known that it is the generally accepted name of the organisation, it surely cannot be right to advise the use of the acronym to avoid spelling out what the acronym itself actually stands for - this seems to be contrary to the audience's interests in getting a better understanding of the organisation concerned.
