Bill Kovach - CPJ board member
While the preamble sets forth the legal authority for a free and
independent press, I think it would be wise to also include in the preamble the historical and practical basis on which a free and independent press was created and has survived.
History has shown that self-government demands a free and
independent press. Without a free and independent press the expression of a public opinion on which self-government is based cannot exist. A free people and a free press rise and fall together. Therefore the purpose of a free press is to provide the people with the information they need in order to govern themselves. For this reason the first loyalty of the journalist is to the public.
The list of journalist's responsibility would then flow naturally
from this sort of an expression in the preamble and would allow some editing of the specific responsibilities to elimiate duplication and excessive wording.
Overall I think the responsibilities listed make good sense. I
have a few specific observations to offer as follows:

Item 2 under accuracy--I would suggest accuracy is "always"
more important than speed;

Item 3--Why limit attribution only to controversial information?
Transparency (i.e. letting the public know where you got your informaiton whenever possible) should always ge a goal.

Item 7 under fairness--journalists should never suggest
anonymity to a source; should resist such requests from sources as forcefully as possible; should work out the ground rules in advance of any interview and make it clear that the journalist will, at a minimum, describe how the source is in a position to know the information and what, if any, special interst the source has in the matter.

Item 3 under integrity--Why limit acceptance of gives to those
who "may feature" in a news story? Who know in advance who will eventually feature in a news story. Why not a flat prohibition?

Item 5--When such offers are accepted (say government
transportation on a diplomatic trip) the fact should be disclosed to the audience and the reason for the acceptance explained.

Item 10 under government, politics, etc.--As I said above, this
basic statement should be in the preamble.

Editor's note under diversity--I think it would be a mistake to
try to enumerate the kinds of discrimination which are unacceptable since any discrimination should be out of bounds.

Otherwise, I think they have done a good job trying to adopt a
set of standards to their particular needs while holding on to the key elments of the emerging international consensus on what constitutes a free and independent press.

