Investigative Journalism


Day One:

· Welcome and Introductions

· Course Method and routine using lecture, discussion, exercises and role play

· Timetable and scope – opportunity for participants to request content

· What is journalism about? – the nature of an essential task

· Journalism styles

Day Two:

· What makes a good journalist?

· How to create the discipline of thinking time?

· The importance of debating the idea for investigation 

· What are the different angles of approach to the idea

Day Three:

· Mission and Strategy – organising the ground emerging ideas 

· SWOT analysis – strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats

· Shaping the idea

Day Four:

· Planning the investigation

· Targets – who to approach informally and formally

· Interviewing techniques off camera and on camera

Day Five:

· Use of the hidden camera and the ethics of investigative journalism

· Approaching the subjects

· The options on risk-taking. Living with danger

· The rights and limitations of investigation

· Handling pressures both political and criminal

Day Six:

· The audience – what does it want from the programme

· The real world – the impact of the programme

· Assessing the programme ideas

· Critical review

· Feedback

Each day will include:

· Some lecture input

· Individual exercises, debate and discussion

· Role play
· Group work, with contributions from everyone
