”How We Were Banned” (2004)
The subject of this documentary is the closing of ANEM member stations in Serbia during the last decade of the twentieth century. More than fifteen journalists, editors, managers and owners of radio and television stations discuss the dramatic moments in their activities, the history of banning, equipment seizures, transmission disruptions and violent intrusions by police and Telecommunications Ministry inspectors. They talk about how they overcame these problems, the alternative ways of operating for which the ANEM network became famous, the ways in which they outsmarted the government and the consequences of their courage in those dark days.

How much has changed and how much has remained the same? Key people in the ANEM stations insist that the situation in the media is not so different from that created by the previous regime and that the same individuals who once had a stranglehold on the independent media are still governing their fate. The film emphasises the lack of essential change in the media sphere and the failure to implement even the incomplete regulations now in place, demonstrating that all regimes, regardless of democratic posturing, are unwilling to relinquish control of the media.

The film will premiere on June 28, at 8.00 p.m., as part of the B92 documentary series “Truth, Responsibility, Reconciliation”, and on ANEM member stations in Kragujevac, Nis, Pancevo, Kraljevo, Pirot, Negotin, Pozega, Trstenik, Uzice, Bajina Basta, Sokobanja, Prokuplje, Kursumlija, Smederevska Palanka and Kikinda.
Directed by: Dragan Cirjakovic
Journalists: Jasmina Karanac, Srdjan Predojevic
Production: ANEM, 2004
Duration: 48 minutes

