“Why People Whisper in Church?” (2004/2005)
Relationship between the Serbian Orthodox Church and the state had entered a new phase after the democratic changes in 2000. Budgeting of the church, introduction of the religion in the schools' curricula, involvement of the Church in the state politics, role of the Church in the wars on the territory of former Yugoslavia during the Nineties, are some of the topics that were treated in these three 48-minute documentary series… 

The series are an attempt to treat the Serbian Orthodox Church in the same way as any other important institution in this society. The documentary presents the burning social issues, which people in Serbia choose not to talk about publicly, in an investigative and analytical way; it encourages and articulates a free and “civil” public discussion about the Serbian Orthodox Church in our country.
Opening the discussion and tackling the issues like the one related to the influence that the Church exerts on the society, presents an example of how some other current social issues can be tackled in an investigative and analytical way in the media. Such approach to the burning social issues is of great importance for small communities, and it is an important contribution to the democratization and development of civil society.

The television series “Why People Whisper in Church” made a contribution to development of investigative journalism, setting professional standards for production of such programme, and improvements in television station programmes.

Serial provoked controversy, especially in Kragujevac when municipal authorities apologized to Jovan, bishop of Sumadija region for airing of the first episode on ANEM TV member Kragujevac. It was stated that the serial insulted religious feelings of members of the Serbian Orthodox Church. ANEM, Media Center Belgrade and Radio Television Kragujevac protested against it. 
The project was funded by the European Agency for Reconstruction (EAR) through Media Center's Media Fund, and Fund for Open Society, realized by ANEM TV Production in the period of November 2004 – May 2005. 

Authors of the television series are Svetlana Lukic and Svetlana Vukovic, journalists and editors on the Radio B92, and trainers of journalism courses in ANEM Training Centre.

Director: Ivan Petrovic 

Camera: Sasa Brajovic
Serial was aired on Television Montenegro and was elected into finals of the documentary film festival in Kosice. 
